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iheir language, and had stayed among them when ihe others 
left. 

The conversation among the relatives turned to pious 
reflections about the uncle who had gone to Israel and been 
killed by a car after having survived the Nazi concentration 
camps. 

My Andean aunt couldn't believe what she heard. She asked 
her relatives if they had all gone crazy. The story about the car 
accident had been told to the children so often that the adults 
had come to believe it. 

That man wasn't killed in an accident, she shouted. He com- 
mitted suicide. He had survived the concentration camps be- 
cause he had been a technician employed in applying chemical 
science to the operation of the gas chambers. He had then 
made the mistake ; of emigrating to Israel, where his collabora- 
tion had been made public knowledge. He probably couldn't 
face the accusing eyes; maybe he feared retaliation. 

My first response to this revelation was revulsion againsl a 
human being who could be so morally degraded as to gas his 
own kin and fellow-captives. But the more I thought about 
him, the more I had to admit there had at least been a shred of 
moral integrity in his final self-destructive act; that act didn't 
make him a moral paradigm, but it contrasted sharply with the 
acts of people who lacked even that shred of moral integrity, 
people who were returning from the Far East and affirming 
their deeds, actually boasting of the unnatural atrocities they 
had inflicted on their fellow human beings. 

And 1 asked myself who the others really were, the pure ones 
who had exposed and judged Eichmann the obedient German. 

I didn't know anything about the people in Israel and had 
never met an Israeli, but I was increasingly aware of the loud 
American cheerleaders for the State of Israel, and not the Left 
Zionists among them but the others, my racist relative's 
friends. The Leftists had all but vanished in a dark sectarian 
Limbo no outsider could penetrate, a Limbo that stank almost 
as strongly as the one that held Messiah Lenin's and Stalin's 
heirs, with sects twisted out of shape by the existence of the 
State of Israel, ranging from those who claimed their seizure of 
power was all that was needed to turn the State of Israel into an 
egalitarian community, to those who claimed the existing State 
of Israel was already the egalitarian community. 

But the Left Zionists shouted only at each other. 



It was the others who made all the din, who shouted at 
everyone else. And these were explicit about what they ad- 
mired in the State of Israel; they affirmed it, they boasted of it, 
and it had nothing to do with the ailing wing's egalitarianism. 
What they admired was: 

' —the crusading nationalism that considered the 
humanity surrounding it as nothing but obstacles to 
its flowering; 

— the industrial potency of the Race that had suc- 
ceeded in denaturing the desert and making it 
bloom; 

-the efficiency of the human beings remade into 
operators of big tanks and incredibly accurate jets; 

— the technological sophistication of the instru- 
ments of death themselves, infinitely superior to 
that of the Nazis; 

-the spectacularly enterprising secret police whose 
prowess was surely not inferior, for such a small 
State, to that of the CIA, KGB or Gestapo; 

-the bully militarism that pitted the latest inven- 
tions of life-killing Science against a motley collec- 
tion of weapons, and exacted a hundred or a 
thousand times the losses it sustained. 

This last boast, which expressed the morality of exacting 
hundreds of eyes for an eye and thousands of teeth for a tooth, 
seemed particularly repulsive in the mouth of a cheerleader for 
a theocratic State where an ethical elite claimed to provide in- 
spired guidance on moral questions; but this will surprise only 
those uninformed about history's theocracies. 

During this decade, the racism, the anti-Semitism to be more 
precise, of these admirers of the Stale of Israel became viru- 
lent. Zion's expropriated Semites were no longer considered 
human beings; they were Backward Arabs; only those among 
them who had been turned into good assimilated Israelis could 
be called human; the others were dirty Primitives. And Primi- 
tives, in the definition given a few centuries earlier by Conquis- 
tadores, not only had no right to resist humiliation, expropria- 
tion and desolation; Primitives had no right to exist; they only 
squandered nature's resources, they didn't know what to do 
with God's precious gifts! Only God's chosen knew how to use 



